Chapel-en-le Frith C of E VC Primary School

History Policy

Philosophy
History is made by people. When you can understand people you can live a full life. History is not just about the past. It is about why we are who we are – and about what is next.

At Chapel Primary School we aim to provide every child with an opportunity to experience a broad and stimulating History curriculum.

Aims
The aims of History are
· To help pupils develop historical knowledge and understanding.

· To introduce pupils to historical inquiry through studying historical events asking questions and problem solving.

· To help pupils develop a sense of chronology

· To help pupils interpret History using a variety of sources

· To give understanding that the society in which pupils live has been shaped by past developments.

· To develop an appreciation of the need for both continuity and change

· To develop the ability to communicate historical knowledge in oral, written and visual forms using appropriate vocabulary and techniques.

· To give all children equal access to History irrespective of race, gender, creed, level of ability or nationality. 

· To address issues of equality in context, challenging stereotypes, with awareness of the background and cultural heritage of all pupils.

Objectives
- Planning
· Is a process in which all teachers are involved wherein an annual cycle of topic plans is drawn up by the coordinator and the staff working group and is carefully balanced to ensure full coverage of the National Curriculum.

· At KS1  the curriculum map is followed and at KS2 the QCA schemes of work are taught.

· Working group time will be  allocated during the year to discuss the History curriculum and ensure consistency of approach and standards. The working group will feedback to the whole staff.

· Medium term plans are drawn up by individual teachers for each term in which History is studied. These are monitored by the headteacher and the coordinator.
-Teaching
· Class teaching and individual work are used where appropriate.

· Commercial and teacher produced worksheets are used.

· Relevant discussion and communication of findings in a variety of ways are encouraged.

· Groups are usually of mixed ability with differentiation by role.

· Field work is promoted in the teaching of History.

- Differentiation
· We aim to encourage all pupils to reach their full potential through the provision of varied opportunities. We recognise that our curriculum planning must allow pupils to gain a progressively deeper understanding and competency as they move through our school.

· Differentiations is possible in the presentation of work and in the form of recording. 

· Pupils may receive extra support from a Teaching Support Assistant.

- Monitoring and Evaluation
· The policy and its implementation will be regularly monitored by the History coordinator. This will be achieved by the coordinator being released at certain times from taking her own class which will then enable to work alongside colleagues in their classrooms.

·  It will be monitored through:

· monitoring of staff plans

· assessment of children’s work

· observation to assess if the policy is being delivered as it should be

· when the policy is delivered assessing if it is moving the children on in their development.

Record Keeping and Assessment
· The assessment of History is an integral part of teaching. It allows teachers to identify what has been learnt and to monitor pupils’ progress. Assessment should also diagnose and identify ways of over coming particular learning difficulties.

· Examples of children’s and photographs of displays will be collated in the History coordinator’s file.

· Feedback to pupils in History is through effective marking of work on a regular basis which, at Key Stage 1, is usually through discussion between teacher and child during the task and at Key Stage 2 is through the use of positive and constructive comments both verbally and written.

Curriculum Content
- Continuity and progression
We ensure continuity and  progression throughout  the school by following the History curriculum map at Key Stage 1 and the QCA schemes of work at Key Stage 2.       

-Time allocation
Time allocation of History is approximately 23 hours per year at Key Stage 1 and 26-33 hours per year at Key Stage 2, It is taught every week in Year 3 and Upper Key Stage 2 and in termly blocks in Year 4. 
-Resources
Specialist resources – maps, photographs, study-packs, videos, artefacts etc., are stored in two central resource areas- the Humanities cupboard in Key Stage 1 and a year 3 cupboard in Key Stage 2. 
-Use of I.C.T.
ICT is used in the teaching of the History curriculum whenever the opportunities arise. This take the form of word-processing, use of relevant CD-ROMs  and use of the internet. 

Home/School Partnership
· Information is shared with parents biannually through parent consultations and annually through a written report.

· In Key Stage 2, children are given a piece of History homework as and when appropriate, as stipulated in the homework policy.
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