Chapel-en-le-Frith C of E VC Primary School

Internet Access Policy

Overview

ICT teaching should be broadened to incorporate Internet use whenever this is appropriate.

The purpose of Internet access within the school is to raise educational standards, to support the professional work of staff and to enhance the school’s management information and business administration systems.

Access to the Internet is a necessary tool for staff and an entitlement for students who show a mature and responsible approach.

Managing E Mail

The National Grid for Learning (NGfL) states that children must become familiar with using email.

Any pupil wishing to send and receive email must agree that;

· Communication with persons and organisations will be managed to ensure an appropriate educational use, and that the good name of the school is maintained

· Forwarding chain email is not allowed

· Pupils may be asked to send email as part of a lesson, but will not have, and may not use their own external email account.

Email must be approved by a teacher, or other adult, before being sent

Managing the World Wide Web

Research

· In common with other media, such as magazines, books and video, some material available via the Internet is unsuitable for pupils. The school will take all reasonable precautions to ensure that users access only appropriate material.

· However, due to the International scale and linked nature of information available via the Internet, it is not possible to guarantee that particular types of material will never appear on a screen. Neither the school nor Derbyshire County Council can accept liability for the material accessed, or any consequences thereof.

· Methods to minimise the risk will be reviewed periodically by the ICT coordinator

· During research projects on the Internet the children will only use approved links to websites that are listed within links section on the school website

· Staff will assess new sites before allowing pupils to access them

· Pupils will be expected to follow the guidelines laid down for them at all times

Publishing

· We aim to publish the work of the children onto the Internet and provide the children with a worldwide audience

· The ICT coordinator will be responsible for ensuring that work placed onto the school site is appropriate, accurate, and well presented

· The School website will follow the schools guidelines for publications

· All work published will be the pupils own work. Where it is not, a clear indication of the original source and author will be given

· Any correspondence regarding work published on the site will be with the school and not individuals

· Children will only have their first name published.

· Any reference within a piece of work to children’s surnames, addresses, and other contact details will be edited out before publication

· Any permissible individual images of children on the website will not carry their names

Informing pupils

· The Internet Access Policy Guidelines will be displayed close to each computer.

· The policy will be explained to all staff before being accepted

· Parents will be informed of the Internet Access Policy through letters and newsletters

· Responsible Internet use, both at school and at home, will be a part of the PSHE policy

Using the Internet for effective learning

· Internet access will be planned to enrich lessons as an integrated part of the curriculum

· Pupils will be given clear objectives

· Pupils will be given a list of relevant sites

· Pupils will become responsible for accessing the Internet themselves

· Pupils will be informed that regular checks of files and documents can be made

· Pupils using the Internet will be supervised appropriately

· The school and the LEA will work together with the Internet Service Provider to ensure systems to protect pupils are reviewed and improved

INTERNET ACCESS AND ADULT CONTENT

Our ISP (Internet Service Provider), the East Midlands Broadband Consortium (EMBC) as directed by Derbyshire County Council, administers Internet access and adult content filtering.  There are very rare occasions when inappropriate sites may be visited accidentally.  These are reported to the ICT co-ordinator and direct filtering of that particular site is reported to EMBC.
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