  Chapel-en-le-Frith C of E VC Primary School

Mathematics Policy
1. Aims

· To develop a positive attitude to Mathematics as an interesting and exciting subject.

· To understand the language of Mathematics, and use it in everyday life.

· To have equal access and opportunity to achieve, regardless of age, gender or ability.

· To help children to understand a wide variety of mathematical facts.

· To teach the children a variety of problem solving strategies which can be applied in different situations.

· To develop children’s investigative approach to Mathematics, so that they are confident in applying their knowledge to real life.

2. Objectives

In order to achieve these aims:

· We provide continuity and progression of learning through clear long term, medium term and weekly planning across Early Years, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2.

· We share and display our learning objective(s) for each lesson.

· We review our lessons retrospectively and assess the learning to inform future planning. Plans are adapted to address particular class/group targets.

· We provide stimulating and varied Mathematics lessons using a variety of resources, including ICT, with children working in class, group, partner or individual situations.

· We provide a stimulating numerate environment through interactive display.

· We provide opportunities for the children to continue their studies at home by giving regular homework.

· We include differentiation in the planning process to ensure all children have full access, whether gifted or less able. We devise Individual Education Plans for children whenever necessary.

· We ensure high quality of teaching based on a secure knowledge of the NNS together with on-going professional development. 

· We complete an annual curriculum audit for the Governors and give regular written and verbal reports to the curriculum and standards committee.
3. Curriculum content

The teaching of Mathematics at Chapel Primary School will:

· Follow the National Curriculum Programmes of Study as a basis.

· Observe the Early Learning Goals as embedded in the Firm Footings document.

· Follow the National Numeracy Strategy Framework for teaching.

· Address a multi-cultural approach (eg Euros, Dollars) and use multi-cultural exemplars.

· Involve Numeracy in other areas of the curriculum wherever possible.

· Follow NNS guidelines and updates via the Numeracy Advisors.

· Deliver catch up programmes and booster classes to address the specific needs of particular groups.

· Differentiate lessons to challenge and meet the needs of all children, from the most to the least able.

· Use a variety of ICT to introduce, reinforce and investigate NNS objectives.

4. Assessment

Assessment will take the form of:

· Daily constructive feedback to pupils on their progress towards achieving the lesson’s learning objective(s).

· Daily observations made by class teachers and classroom assistants recorded on lesson plan and/or ‘pupil tracking grid.’

· Once termly formal assessments, for plotting on the ‘class tracking grid.’ This includes the Early Years Profile, KS1 SATs, KS2 SATs and QCA tests in Years 3, 4 and 5.

· Analysis of the SAT and QCA data to identify strengths, weaknesses and trends.

· Summative year end assessment in the form of an individual ‘pupil tracking grid’ which goes with the child from class to class. This also provides the next teacher/school with a National Curriculum level.

· An annual report to parents, sent home in the Summer Term.

5. Resources

A central storage area contains printed resource materials and other shared resources. 

The Numeracy Coordinator will try to ensure that:

· There are sufficient resources to support the NNS within the Mathematics curriculum budget.

· Year groups are provided with basic Numeracy resources to promote independent learning within the classroom.

Teachers will try to ensure that:

· The whole classroom is seen as a Numeracy resource and a Numeracy environment.

· Numeracy resources are maintained and made available within the classroom to promote independent learning.

6. Professional development

Professional development will be implemented by providing:

· Whole school INSET training.

· Continued training and briefing of the Numeracy Coordinator.

· Training opportunities for all staff within the performance management framework.

· Observations of lessons and feedback by Head, Deputy, Numeracy Coordinator and Numeracy Advisors.

· Opportunities for the dissemination of good practice within the school.

· Opportunities for learning from and with other practitioners outside school.
7. Homework

· Homework will be given regularly, in line with the homework policy for each year group.

· It will be marked promptly and followed up.

· Homework is given in years 2 to 6 and will include work related to the weeks learning objectives, number bonds practice and times tables.

8. Partnership with parents and carers

It is school policy to keep parents fully informed about their child’s education. This is done through:

· Regular formal consultations and informal meetings as necessary.

· Opportunities for parents to support Mathematics in school.

· An annual written report.

9. Partnership with other agencies

The teaching of Mathematics at Chapel Primary School is enhanced by engaging the help of:

· LEA Numeracy team.

· Learning Support Service (SSSEN).

· Volunteer Numeracy helpers.

10. Other relevant policies

This Mathematics policy should be read in conjunction with the policies relating to Presentation of Work, Marking, Equal Opportunities, Multi-Culturalism and Special Educational Needs.
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