Chapel-en-le-Frith C of E VC Primary School
Music Policy

Policy Statement

Music is a powerful and unique form of communication that can change how pupils act, think and feel. It can also increase aesthetic sensitivity and fulfilment which can lead to the discovery and fostering of musical skills and talents that can bring lifelong enjoyment and fulfilment.

Aims

· To enable each child to grow musically at their own level and pace

· To foster musical responsiveness

· To support children’s instinctive drive for sensory experience

· To develop awareness and appreciation of organised sound patterns
· To develop instrumental and vocal skills

· To develop aural imagery

· To develop sensitive, analytical and critical response to music including the capacity to express ideas, thoughts and feelings through music.

· To develop an awareness and understanding of musical traditions, styles and cultures from other times and places

· To develop a sense of fulfilment that derives from striving for the highest possible musical and technical standards

· To foster enjoyment of all aspects of music

Planning and delivery

The school uses the A&C Black Music Express scheme throughout the school as the basis for curriculum planning. Each unit has specific learning intentions with built in progression throughout the school. This scheme is based on the national QCA scheme of work and the National Curriculum. Each year group also has a BBC singing unit, which is used to enhance the teaching of singing alongside Music Express.

The teaching methods employed vary according to the age, ability and experience of the children and according to the skills being taught.

Resources

Music resources are stored centrally in the music room based in KS1. There is a wide range of tuned and untuned instruments as well as a CD/ cassette player, mini white boards and pens, keyboards and a piano to teach the curriculum. Classroom laptops can be used by staff to access a range of musical types from the internet as well as CD collections of classical, modern music and music from a variety of places and cultures. There is also a range of song books with recorded music for group singing. This is regularly updated.
Cross curricular links
Music will be linked to the cross-curricular topic, with connections through art, PE and literacy. A variety of appropriate music may also be used for such activities as changing for PE, brain gym or for creating a suitable learning environment in Maths or Literacy.  Where this is the case, these connections should be shown in teacher’s planning for the curriculum areas involved. 
SEN and differentiation

Music is broad and ‘open-ended’, providing opportunities to solve problems, to work independently and to work as a group. Most musical activities work well as class lessons and are appropriate for all children of any ability. Therefore music helps to focus on what makes children similar and equal – not different. Guidelines for differentiation are given in the scheme of work for music. Individual staff are responsible for planning and differentiation of the music teaching for children with special educational needs in their class. 

Where pupils have special educational needs, which are not identified as being learning difficulties but require other special provision (e.g. technological aids), then we will as a school endeavour to make provision.

Equal opportunities

All children should have the opportunity to participate fully in classroom music lessons and activities. As part of the National Curriculum children will experience music from various countries and cultures.
Extra curricular activities and peripatetic teaching
The Derbyshire Music Service provides specialist instrumental teachers for peripatetic teaching of a range of brass instruments, percussion, guitar, piano and flute lessons (see charging policy). These lessons take place in school time for individual and small groups of children who have expressed a particular interest in learning to play an instrument. The recorder is offered and taught by the music co-ordinator to groups in all years in KS2 during lunch times and as an after-school activity.


Children are encouraged to take part in various performances both in and out of school. These activities are monitored by the music co-ordinator. 
All these activities provide valuable opportunities to link with the local community, parents and also to liaise with other schools. These opportunities will vary each year and will reinforce the fact to the children that music should be shared and should be seen as an exciting way of communicating and expressing feelings. 

Parents are encouraged to attend musical performances.
Role of the co-ordinator
The music co-ordinator will: 

· provide advice and assistance to all staff when requested, in order to implement the music policy consistently throughout the school

· organise resources to support the school music policy and scheme of work; 

· co-ordinate purchasing, organisation and distribution of resources

· arrange in-service support; 

· liaise with outside agencies, other schools, colleges and organisations, including peripatetic services 
· monitor the Policy and Scheme of Work

· lead KS2 singing practice in the hall each week and oversee singing practice rota for KS1
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