Chapel-en-le-Frith C of E VC Primary School

PSHE and Citizenship Policy

At Chapel-en-le-Frith C of E VC Primary School, Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE)/Citizenship education is recognised as a necessary part of a young person’s full educational entitlement.
· It gives children the knowledge, skills and understanding to play an effective role in society at local, national and international levels.

· It helps them to become informed, thoughtful and responsible citizens who are aware of their duties and rights.

· It promotes their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development, making them more self-confident and responsible both in and beyond the classroom.

· It encourages children to play a helpful part in the life of their schools, neighbourhoods, communities and the wider world.

· It teaches them about our economy and democratic institutions and values; encourages respect for different national, religious and ethnic identities and develops pupils’ ability to reflect on issues and take part in discussions.

It should engage young people at the following three interrelated levels.
· Developing skills of enquiry and communication.

· Developing skills of participation and responsible action.

· Gaining knowledge and understanding about becoming informed citizens.

AIMS
The aim of PSHE and citizenship education in our school is to enable young people to:-

· Gain knowledge and understanding about the basis of cultural heritage and the development of different communities through a cross-curricular input and community involvement.

· Develop self-confidence and decision-making skills, by encouraging cooperative ways of working between staff and pupils. This should include understanding of good communication skills so that all feel that their views can be expressed, valued and listened to. 
· Maintain a ‘you can do it’ attitude, and celebrate achievements of pupils and staff.

· Enquire about the differences, injustices, rights and responsibilities within their own and wider community. Deal with unacceptable behaviour in a way that condemns the behaviour and not the child.

· Gain an appreciation of the necessary part they play within the community of our school and how this is reflected in the wider community. A classroom climate is a microcosm of society. It aims to be welcoming, supportive and helps pupils to feel valued, safe and secure.

· Learn about institutions, issues, problems and practices in our democracy.

The Delivery of PSHE/Citizenship Education.
Citizenship education will be delivered according to the requirements of the National Curriculum programmes of study. Lessons will be timetabled to cover the curriculum framework outlined in the scheme of work. However it is also expected that as part of the schools’ philosophy, citizenship issues will be addressed as they arise in class; e.g. an incident linked with bullying would be dealt with by the staff concerned and used as a teaching/learning opportunity. Skills, values, attitudes and relationships are integral to the school curriculum, as is the celebration of achievement. Children will be taught using a variety of teaching styles to respond to the learning requirements of the group. 
The teaching of PSHE/citizenship education will:-.

· Involve both active and interactive strategies within the classroom.
· Include a variety of media in order to present issues.

· Involve cross-agency working.

· Recognise and take into account the different ways in which children learn.

· Include individual, group and whole class teaching as and when appropriate.

Linked to the PSHE/Citizenship Policy are :-
· The aims of the school.

· Equal opportunities policy.

· School visits and community experience.

· Inclusion and SEN policies.

· Anti-bullying policy.

· Rewards and behaviour policy.

· Child protection, SRE and drug education policies.

· The school council.

· Aims to increase participation by children and outside agencies in assemblies.

Monitoring of the PSHE/Citizenship Policy.
The PSHE/Citizenship policy is to be used as a measure of the success in the quality, presentation and delivery of PSHE/Citizenship in the school. In the first instance the PSHE co-ordinator, SMT and headteacher will carry this out.
The PSHE coordinator will report to the headteacher and governors who will monitor the implementation of the policy.

Evaluation of the PSHE/Citizenship Policy.

The evaluation of the policy will take accounts of issues such as:-

· Does the policy provide an underpinning for what is taught in the whole framework of citizenship?

· Do the citizenship lessons and the wider experience of citizenship available through the school reflect the tenets of the policy?

· Does the funding provide for effective delivery of the policy?
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