Chapel-en-le-Frith C of E VC Primary School
Policy for Religious Education 

Aims

Religious education should enable pupils to:

· Acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and the other principal religions practised in the United Kingdom;

· Develop an understanding of the influence of beliefs, values and traditions on individuals, communities, societies and cultures;

· Develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about religious and moral issues, with reference to the teaching of the principle religions represented in the United Kingdom;

· Enhance their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development by:

a) Developing awareness of the of the fundamental questions of life raised by human experiences, and of how religious teachings can relate to them;

b) Responding to such questions with reference to the teachings and practices of religions and other belief systems, relating them to their own understanding and experience;

c) Reflecting on their own beliefs, values and experiences in the light of their study;

d) Develop positive attitudes of respect towards other people who hold views different from their own, and towards living in a society of diverse religions

Objectives

Long term Planning

Children in Foundation Stage who are 3 to 4 years old will follow the guidance set out in the Firm Footings document. 

Children in Reception and KS1/2 will follow the Derbyshire Agreed Syllabus 2008, with teachers using the LCP materials.
Medium Term Planning
Medium term planning divides the year’s work into half-termly units and is sufficiently detailed to follow on a weekly basis.
The Programmes of Study will be taught by the class teacher and timetabled weekly.

All pupils will have full access to the R.E. curriculum and work will be differentiated according to individual needs.

The medium term plans will include opportunities for assessment for each half term to reflect the skill levels in the syllabus.

The planning and teaching of R.E. will be monitored by the R.E. Coordinator.

Curriculum Content
The LCP teaching materials provides for continuity and progression throughout the School.

The guidance to the number of hours allocated to the teaching of R.E. is as follows:

Foundation Stage (3-4) – no statutory hours.

Reception 
36 hours per year

KS1 

36 hours per year

KS2

45 hours per year

All R.E. resources are stored centrally (in the PPA room) and include a wide range of artefacts, videos, books and posters. In addition, visits to local places of worship, including Thomas Beckett Church, are made to support the teaching of RE.
ICT will be used as appropriate and will include use of the Internet for research.

Home School Partnership
The School has a good relationship with the local community and encourages a strong partnership with parents.

Children’s progress is shared with parents at Consultation Meetings and also in the Annual Report. Parents are welcome in School to discuss any important issues either informally or by appointment.

Parents are invited to participate in religious celebrations at School as well as at the Methodist Church. They also attend their child’s class assembly in the summer term.
Equal Opportunities
We acknowledge guidance in ‘All Our Worlds’ and as part of the caring philosophy of our School we offer equal opportunities for spiritual and moral development to all children.

Conclusion

The study of R.E. is not simply a process of attaining knowledge about religions, it is a questioning process which engages the children in exploring the fundamental questions of life and how these questions can be answered.
There is no assumption of individual religious belief made on the part of the teacher or the pupil.

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from parts of, or all of R.E. lessons, by arrangement with the Headteacher.
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