Chapel-en-le-Frith C of E VC Primary School

Spelling and Phonics Policy

AIMS   At Chapel C of E VC Primary School our aims are:
· to establish consistent practice, progression and continuity in the teaching and learning of spelling and phonics throughout the school

· to differentiate spelling and phonics work according to the needs of pupils, so that all pupils are given sufficient challenge at a level at which they can experience success

· to give children word work strategies that will enable them to become fluent readers and confident writers

These aims will be delivered by:

· Word work taught explicitly, frequently and regularly

· Careful differentiation for all ability groups, addressing the needs of children with special educational needs, including gifted children, based on ongoing formative assessment.

TEACHING and CURRICULUM CONTENT 



ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

The English curriculum team will be responsible for monitoring and evaluating the application of this policy (see the Literacy policy agreed 2007).
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In Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1: The teaching of Phonics at Chapel C of E VC Primary School will follow the teaching sequence set out in Letters and Sounds (the Primary National Strategy 2007 programme), supported primarily by resources from JOLLY PHONICS, with additional resources including LCP and THRASS. Nursery will introduce Phase 1 of Letters & Sounds. High quality phonics sessions will be taught daily in Reception and Key Stage 1 classes, enhanced by a multi-sensory teaching approach, aware of different learning styles including visual, auditory and kinaesthetic. The recommended programme in Letters and Sounds includes teaching tricky high frequency irregular words. 





In Key Stage 2: Word work should be taught explicitly and regularly to all pupils and linked to their spelling tasks. This is not just about phonological work and spelling patterns. Children need to be taught explicitly about the structure of words (morphology) to guide their spelling, e.g. that ‘richness’ belongs to a whole group of words ending in ‘-ness’ and this ending is always spelt with a double ‘s’. Teachers should be aware of the value of overlearning, i.e. revisiting and practising words. Little and often is the most effective method. Pupils who still need extra support with phonic work should be identified and targeted for intervention strategies if necessary. Spelling high and medium frequency words should be revisited regularly throughout the school. In Years 4, 5 and 6 children’s spelling lists should include common tricky words and mistakes derived from current work as well as words that reflect the word work currently being taught. It is essential that spelling lists relate to specific teaching. The list of spellings to be learned should be a maximum of ten words long and must be differentiated. All classes must have a minimum of three groups. All children will have a spelling log in their literacy book to record errors identified by the teacher in current work, to be peer-tested twice a week. 








All teachers should ensure that they are aware of individual children’s needs through formative assessment. Assessment may take the form of spelling tests, either in lists or given as a dictation sentence containing the words being taught. Spelling tests may be given weekly or fortnightly, but must be differentiated to give all children sufficient challenge while having the chance to experience success. Teachers will use Jolly Phonics resources, the National Strategy Spelling Bank and the Year 2/3 Spelling Exemplification book/CDROM, together with published schemes such as the Andrew Brodie Spelling for Literacy, Support for Spelling & Phonics, Sound Discovery and Active Primary, to derive words for spelling lists and activities to revisit and practise words.








